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Preface
This book originally was intended to present and share a selection of my father’s 
over 700 photographs from his naval career. As I started to sort and select pho-
tos, I realized that many would not have the meaning or impact they should 
without further context. Also his other documents, logs, scrapbooks and other 
mementos from this period, painted a much richer picture than the photos 
alone. That led me to attempt to weave all of this into a more detailed narrative 
of his career and the events which surrounded it to provide a more meaningful 
story. 

My background research relied heavily on ship histories and pictures at the Na-
val History and Heritage Command’s web site (www.history.navy.mil), pictures 
from Navsource Online (www.navsource.org), and Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.org) 
as well as a few others. I borrowed liberally from the information in the public 
domain and have only chosen to cite specific passages where the bulk of the ma-
terial came from a specific source.

His logs and records from the 1930’s are very detailed and describe the move-
ments of his ships and every port they visited. The earlier 1920’s and the pe-
riod from 1939 through 1943 on USS Concord are not described in much detail 
and therefore most of the ship’s movements are taken from ship histories from 
the Naval History and Heritage Command and information available from the 
pictures in his collection. While the description of all the port stops may seem 
tedious to some, I felt it necessary to tell the whole story that he made such an 
effort to document in detail.

The pictures in this book represent less than half of the pictures in his collec-
tion; I picked those that I thought best told his story. While the vast majority of 
the pictures are from my father’s collection, I had occasion to use several from 
external sources and those are cited in their captions. Some of the pictures in 
his collection may have been commercially produced or taken from other sourc-
es, as some are labeled as postcards and some are posted on other sites on the 
Internet. Time has not been kind to many of the photographs, some of which are 
now 100 years old. Some got wet partially in the late 40’s / early 50’s when our 
basement flooded during a rainstorm. Consequently the emulsion is eroding on 
many of the photographs and many show other effects of age. I made my best at-
tempt to retouch and restore the pictures and therefore the quality of published 
photographs varies quite a bit.

My father made notes on the back of many, but not all, pictures with the sub-
ject, location or date. For those without notes, I have made my best attempt to 
fill in the blanks by matching subjects, photos size and markings, etc with other 
pictures. For the most part the captions in the book are from the notes on the 
backs of the photographs where available.
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The world has much changed since the 1920’s and 30’s. Far East countries are now 
independent. Cities have been renamed. I have used the names that existed back then. 
The names of Chinese cities are exceptionally problematic. Many have an official trans-
lated name and a “romanized” name which was developed for postal purposes and 
more commonly used by non-Chinese. As an example, the capital of China, now known 
as Beijing, was known in the 1930’s as either Peking or Peiping.

Navy ranks have also evolved. Today there are Senor Chief and Master Chief Petty Of-
ficers which did not exist in my father’s Navy. Additionally there are now four or five of 
warrant officer ranks, as opposed to two back then.

As I reflected upon the history I discovered, I developed a much greater appreciation 
for the times in which my father served and the events he observed. I have also come 
to a greater appreciation of the responsibilities he assumed at a young age as provider 
for his family and the hard work, diligence and sacrifice that were the hallmarks of his 
career in the United States Navy. The purpose of this book is to convey his story, espe-
cially to those who never had an opportunity to know him.

John J. Mackin, Jr.
April 2021
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Enlistment Contract
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Enlistment

John Mackin enlisted in the Navy on 
September 20, 1919 at the age of 18. 
His enlistment contract lists his ad-
dress as 498 West 124th Street, New 
York City.

His father, Thomas Mackin, had 
passed away in 1916 at the age of 
44.

His mother Rose Veronica Mackin 
(born Mahoney) was listed as his 
beneficiary.

Thomas Mackin
Date unknown

Rose Veronica Mackin
1932
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Four-masted sailing ship passing the 
Statue of Liberty.

Destroyers at Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
From left to right: USS Ruben James 

(245), Lawrence (250), Barry (248), 
Bainbridge (246), Sands (243), all 
were commissioned in 1920 and 

1921.

R-25 pictured here was commissioned 
on 23 October 1919 with Lieutenant 
Commander Charles A. Lockwood 
in command, later to become Com-
mander of the Pacific Submarine force 
during World War II. R-25 was home-
ported at Coco Solo, Panama Canal 
Zone and was decommissioned in 
June 1924.

Biplane seaplane
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The Navy in 1920
The Naval Act of 1916 authorized the construction of 50 destroyers as part of a 
build-up to make the United States a major Naval power. After the US entered 
World War I in 1917 the number was increased to 273 to meet the German sub-
marine threat. (destroyerhistory.org)

Of the three classes of destroyers that were to be built, the most numerous were 
the 156 of the Clemson class, built at seven different shipyards in the space of 
just three years, 1919 to 1922. John Mackin was to serve on eight ships of this 
class.

This was a time of developing naval technology. The very concept of the “Destroy-
er” was one that had been evolving over 40 years and had just reached maturity 
in the early 20th Century.

The Panama Canal had opened only six years before. 

The circumnavigation of the world by President Theodore Roosevelt’s Great White 
Fleet, had occurred in 1908 - 1909.

The submarine was a relatively new development in naval warfare; the United 
States commissioning its first, USS Holland, in 1900. In the twenty years since 
then the submarine had evolved from a small gasoline/electric craft of less than 
100 feet with a range of a few hundred miles to a diesel/electric boat capable of 
a range of over 5,000 miles. In the first 20 years five submarines were lost and 
another three in the 1920’s.  

Similarly aircraft were still primitive by today’s standard. The first flight by the 
Wright brothers has occurred in 1903 and aircraft were quickly adapted for mili-
tary use. They evolved rapidly from reconnaissance to offensive roles in World 
War I. The Navy commissioned their first aircraft carrier, USS Langley, in 1921.

Early Battleships of the late 1800’s were being replaced by ships with greater 
firepower following the introduction of HMS Dreadnought in 1906, which made 
previous designs obsolete. The “dreadnoughts” were soon replaced with “super 
dreadnoughts”.

While surface ship technology and the competitive military environment in the 
early 20th Century had seen the production of many newer ships, older ships 
still existed in our Navy. Armored cruisers of the 1890’s and veterans of the 
Spanish American War were still in commission. Hence his first ship, USS Roch-
ester (CA-2).
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USS North Dakota (BB-29) was a 
dreadnought battleship commis-
sioned in 1910, displacing 20,380 
tons and with a main battery of 
ten 12 inch guns. She was decom-
missioned in 1923 as part of the 
Washington Naval treaty and con-
verted to a radio-controlled target 
ship.

USS Pennsylvania (BB-38) was lead ship of the 
Pennsylvania class of super-dreadnought battle-
ships. Displacing nearly 32,000 tons and featur-

ing a main battery of twelve 14 inch guns she was 
capable of 21 knots. Repaired from damage suffered 

in the attack on Pearl Harbor, she saw action dur-
ing the rest of the war and became a test target for 
atomic bomb testing at Bikini Atoll in the Pacific in 

early 1946.

USS Rochester (CA-2) main battery
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1920 - 1931
USS Rochester (CA-2)

20 September 1919 - 20 September 1921
(24 months)

His first ship, USS Rochester, was commissioned in 1893 as Armored Cruiser 
USS New York (ACR-2) and had served in the Spanish-American War. In 1911 
she was renamed SARATOGA to make the name “New York” available for battle-
ship BB-34. In 1917 she was renamed again, this time to ROCHESTER so that 
the name Saratoga could be used for a new battlecruiser that was eventually 
built as the aircraft carrier USS Saratoga (CV-3). On 17 July 1920 ROCHESTER 
was designated heavy cruiser CA-2 as part of a fleet wide redesignation plan.

With a length of 384 feet and a standard displacement of 8,150 tons she was ca-
pable of 20 knots. Her main armament was four 8 inch guns and carried a com-
pliment of 73 officers, 511 enlisted and 64 Marines.

While the records of ship’s operations during this period only show that that she 
operated along the east coast, it is most likely that she also visited the Carib-
bean. His pictures show battleships in Guantanamo Bay in 1920 and a visit to 
Colon, Panama. As a junior seaman he received promotions and was rated Sea-
man First Class on 1 July 1921. When his two year enlistment was up, he was 
discharged on 20 September 1921.

Battleships in Guantanimo Bay, Cuba, 
1920
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USS King (DD-242)
28 September 1921 - 22 July 1923

(22 months)

Just a few days later, on 28 September, Seaman Mackin reenlisted for four years 
on USS King (DD-242) at the New York Naval Yard, later known as Brooklyn 
Navy Yard. He was to serve on board her for the next 22 months.

Commissioned on 16 December 1920, KING was a relatively new ship and the 
first of eight Clemson Class Destroyers on which he would serve.

US Naval History and Heritage website states the following regarding the ship’s 
operations during this period:

“After shakedown and training operations along the Atlantic Coast KING 
cleared Hampton Roads 2 October 1921 for her first Mediterranean cruise. 
Arriving at Smyrna, Turkey, 8 November, the destroyer received 300 Greek 
refugees for transport to Mitylene, Greece. The destroyer served as station 
ship during the Crimean Crisis, remaining in Turkish waters until June 
1923. Upon return to the United State during the summer, King joined the 
Atlantic Scouting Fleet”

No information in his files relate to these operations. He transferred from KING 
on 22 July 1923 and reported for his second tour on USS Rochester the next 
day. 

USS King (DD-242). (Navsource.org photo)
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USS Rochester (CA-2)
23 July 1922 - 27 May 1923

(10 months)

Hauling a shark aboard USS Roch-
ester off Cuba, January 18,1923 Cuban Police

ROCHESTER was underway for Guantanamo Bay and began another period of 
service off the coasts of Central and South America. On 1 May 1923 he was pro-
moted to Signalman 3rd Class and transferred later that month.

USS Rochester (CA 2), Port Bow view. (Navsource.org photo from the collection of Gerald M. Char-
pentier of New Orleans, LA. Donated by his niece, Elaine C. Witty - Charpentier.)
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USS Bridgeport (AD-10)
30 May 1923 - 2 September 1924

(16 months))

His next ship was destroyer tender USS Bridgeport (AD-10). BRIDGEPORT was 
originally a German passenger and cargo steamship built in 1901 named SS 
Breslau. Located at New Orleans as the outbreak of World War I, she was seized 
by the United States after the declaration of war, converted to a destroyer tender 
and commissioned as USS Bridgeport (AD-10). 

The Naval History and Heritage Command website describes the ship’s opera-
tions during this period. After a post-deployment upkeep in Boston Navy Yard 
over the summer of 1923, BRIDGEPORT operated between Hampton Roads 
and the  Southern Drill Grounds with visits to Bridgeport, CT (25-28 Oct.) and 
Baltimore, MD (10-11 Nov.). She reached the Philadelphia Navy Yard on 18 No-
vember, and remained there through the end of 1923. Underway on 3 January 
1924, Bridgeport paused briefly at Hampton Roads the next day before pushing 
on toward Panama. She arrived in Chiriqui Lagoon, Panama, on 12 January and 
participated in a search for a seaplane lost from USS Langley (CV-1). 

Underway from Limon Bay, Panama, on the 25th, BRIDGEPORT visited Culebra, 
Puerto Rico, and Kingston, Jamaica, before assisting with torpedo practice ex-
ercises being conducted by destroyers off Culebra. She departed Kingston late 
in April 1924 and steamed via Guantanamo Bay to New York. Returning to the 
Southern Drill Grounds on 20 May, she supported destroyers PUTNAM (DD-
287), BRUCE (DD-329), and CASE (DD-285) evolutions through mid-June.

The ship visited New York from 20 to 29 June 1924 before continuing on to Bos-
ton. She reached the Boston Navy Yard on 30 June and Seaman Mackin trans-
ferred on 2 September. BRIDGEPORT was decommissioned there on 3 November 
1924.

USS Bridgeport (AD-10) at anchor in 1920, (Source Navsource.org, photo by Seward, Weymouth 
from “Jane’s All the Worlds Fighting Ships, 1924”)
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Cathedral, Kingston, Jamaica 1924

Police in Kingston, Jamaica

Kingston, Jamaica

USS Bridgeport

Signal Gang, USS Bridgeport
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Bullfight, Panama City, 
Panama 1923

Balboa, Canal Zone 1923
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USS Whitney (AD-4)
30 September 1924 - 12 February 1925 

(4 1/2 months)

From BRIDGEPORT he was assigned to another destroyer tender, USS Whitney 
(AD-4) just completing construction at Boston Navy Yard.

WHITNEY was a Dobbin-class destroyer tender commissioned on 2 September 
1924.  The 8,400 ton tender was designed to provide service, supplies, and re-
pairs for three divisions of destroyers for a two-month period under wartime 
conditions. 
  
Following her shakedown and trials, Whitney, initially based at Boston, Massa-
chusetts, tended destroyers of the Atlantic Fleet and soon thereafter commenced 
a routine of following the fleet south for the winter, operating out of such ports 
as Gonaives, Haiti, and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Commissioning of USS Whitney (AD-
4) at Boston Navy Yard on 4 Septem-
ber 1924. 

USS Whitney on Trials, 7 October 1924. (US National Archives photo)
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Article from his scrapbook describing 
an accident on USS Whitney where 
two sailors were killed and others 
injured. The article cites the accident 
occurred on March 21, but the year 
is not apparent. There is no mention 
of this accident in the ship’s history 
as documented on the Navy History 
and Historical Command web site.
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This appears to be his checkout card from 
USS Whitney. The Division Officer who 
signed his checkout card, W. W. Behrens, 
would later be his Executive officer on USS 
Concord (CL-10) some fourteen years later.
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USS Wyoming’s Main Battery,
“The Wyoming’s Pistols”

USS Wyoming (BB-32) 
13 February 1925 - 15 September 1925

(7 months)

WYOMING transited the Panama Canal on 14 February 1925 to join the Battle 
Fleet for exercises along the coast of California. WYOMING next sailed for Ha-
waiian waters and operated in those climes from late April to early June. After a 
visit to San Diego (18-22 June), the battleship returned to the east coast via the 
Panama Canal and arrived back at New York City on 17 July to resume opera-
tions off the coast of New England. Following those training evolutions with a 
cruise to Cuba and Haiti, WYOMING then underwent an overhaul at the New 
York Navy Yard (23 November 1925 - 26 January 1926). During her yard period, 
CDR William F. Halsey, Jr., reported on board as the battleship’s executive offi-
cer. Halsey went on to command the Navy’s Third Fleet in World War II and was 
promoted to Five Star Admiral, one of only four in our history.

Wyoming (BB-32) in Gaillard Cut, Panama Canal. January 1924. 
(Navsource.org photo from US Naval Institute Proceedings)
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Entrance to Panama Canal

Diamond Head, Hawaii

Panama Canal

Royal Hawiian Hotel, 
Waikiki, Hawaii
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Hawaiian singers

At Halemaumau Crater on the Island 
of Hawaii about 1925.  The crater con-

tained an active lava lake for much of the 
time before 1924 and was the site of a 

major eruption that year. 

Sailors visiting Hula dancers

Battleships anchored off 
Lahina, Maui, 1925
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USS Barry (DD-248) 
23 September 1925 - 13 February 1928

(29 months)

On September 23, 1925 Seaman Mackin reenlisted on USS Barry (DD-248) in 
New York. 

BARRY was a Clemson Class Destroyer placed in full commission on 15 Novem-
ber 1921. Earlier in 1925 she was with the Battle Fleet for maneuvers in the 
Pacific and returned to the east coast in July 1925 and took up routine duties 
with the Scouting Fleet.

He was on BARRY until 13 February 1928, the longest of any of his previous 
ships.  Not much information is available about the ship’s operations during this 
period. 
  
Much later BARRY saw service during WWII, being converted to a high speed 
transport, APD-29, in 1943. She was severely damaged by a kamikaze attack at 
Okinawa and subsequently decommissioned.

USS Barry (DD-248) in March 1938. 
(US Naval History and Heritage Command Photograph)
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On 3 April 1926 he was per-
manently appointed as Sig-
nalman Second Class

Picture about heavyweight champion Gene Tunney visit to USS Barry from 
his scrapbook. 
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USS Lawrence (DD-250) 
14 February 1928 - 31 August 1929

(18 1/2 months)

Signalman Mackin transferred to USS Law-
rence (DD-250) on 14 February 1928 and 
was promoted to Signalman First Class. The 
entry in his service record says: 

“Rating changed this date to 
S.M.1c(AA) to fill a vacancy as autho-
rized by BuNav cir. Ltr. #85-27. Qual 
by examination.”

LAWRENCE had been commissioned in 
1921 and served with the Scouting Fleet in 
the Atlantic and Caribbean, with occasional 
transits through the Panama Canal to take 
part in exercises in the Pacific. She also 
made several Naval Reserve training cruises 
and was employed off Central America in 
February and March during unrest in the 
Nicaraguan Civil War in 1927. She returned 
to Philadelphia later that year. She served 
through the end of WWII. 

Signalman Mackin was transferred to League 
Island Naval Hospital in Philadelphia on 31 
August 1929 for about a month.

USS Lawrence (DD-250). Comercially produced photo by M.Y,Young, undated

Souvenir from visit to South Amer-
ica. A tiger vs. a bull and a bull vs. 

alligator. Wonder who won.
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Receiving Ship New York 
26 September 1929 - 6 February 1930 

(4 months)

USS Pensacola (CL-10) 
7 February 1930  - 24 March 1931

(13 1/2 months)

After release from the hospital and reenlisting for four years at Receiving Ship 
Washington, D.C., he reported to Receiving Ship New York on 28 September 
1929. A Receiving Ship was a usually an obsolete ship moored at a navy yard 
and used for new recruits or men in transit between stations. After reenlistment 
Signalman Mackin was assigned to the “Pensacola Detail”, which we would call 
the pre-commissioning unit today. On the day of commissioning he was formally 
assigned to USS Pensacola. 

USS Pensacola (CL/CA-24) was the lead ship of the Pensacola cruiser class. 
Originally classified as a light cruiser, in 1931 she was reclassified as a heavy 
cruiser in accordance with the London Naval Treaty of 1930. She was laid down 
by the New York Navy Yard on 27 October 1926, launched on 25 April 1929, 
sponsored by Mrs. Joseph L. Seligman, and commissioned on 6 February 1930 
with Captain Alfred G. Howe in command.

PENSACOLA departed New York on 24 March 1930, and transited the Panama 
Canal to Callao, Peru, and Valparaiso, Chile, before returning to New York on 5 
June. For the next four years she operated along the eastern seaboard and in 
the Caribbean Sea, several times transiting the Panama Canal for combined fleet 
battle practice exercises ranging from California to Hawaii.

On 24 March 1931 Signalman Mackin embarked on USS Henderson (AP-1) at 
Balboa, Canal Zone for transfer to the Asiatic Fleet. PENSACOLA would go on to 
receive 13 battle stars for service in World War II.

Naval History and Heritage Command Photo
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USS Pensacola passing through the Gaillard Cut of 
the Panama Canal. 4 Apr 30 

(Natl. Archives Photo 185-G-0974)
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The Germans
While aboard PENSACOLA he began correspondence with German sailors from 
the light cruiser KARLSRUHE. KARLSRUHE was commissioned on 6 November 
1929 and in May of 1930 she made her first deployment to Africa and South 
America and returned to Germany later that year. USS Pensacola was deployed 
to South America during this same period. 

The first postcard in October 1930 was postmarked in Bahia, Brazil. A second 
one postmarked November 30th was from Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain, an is-
land off the coast of Africa.  

In view of future events the last letter from Karl Borg in February of 1932 after 
Signalman Mackin was transferred to Asiatic Fleet, seems quite ironic. In part:

“What is the matter in China? You must destroy all the japanese ships. 
Each japanese man are pariah[?]. I to hate Japan.”(sic)  

This was written less than a year before Hitler was to become Chancellor of Ger-
many. Although Borg had left KARLSRUHE by this time, it is interesting to note 
that the ship was repaired in San Diego in 1936 after suffering severe damage 
in a storm in the Pacific. At the beginning of World War II in 1940 the ship was 
sunk by a British submarine off the coast of Norway
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This postcard is dated 11 November 1930 and postmarked in 
the state of Bahia, Brazil.

Postcard dated 17 November  
1930 showing a view of the 

city of Santa Cruz de Tener-
ife, the capital city of the 

Canary Islands. Apparently 
KARLSRUHE had made it 

across the Atlantic.
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Scrapbook
He kept a scrapbook during the 1920’s. Some of the pictures have appeared 
earlier in this book: Gene Tunny, the cover of the New York Times Magazine and 
the story of an explosion on USS Whitney. There are a number of other clippings 
about submarine accidents during the 20’s as shown below.

USS Langley under 
construction
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1931 - 1939 Asiatic Fleet
Transfer to Asia - USS Henderson (AP-1)

24 March 1931 - 1 June 1931

As mentioned earlier, Signalman Mackin embarked USS Henderson (AP-1) on 24 
March 1931 at Panama Canal Zone for transport to the Asiatic Fleet. HENDER-
SON was a personnel carrier, commissioned on 24 May 1917. He would spend 
over two months aboard as the ship made its way to the far east. 

US Naval History and Heritage Command describes the voyage:

“On 26 March, [HENDERSON] cleared Balboa, and after touching at 
Corinto (28 March), continued northward and stood into the harbor at 
San Diego on 5 April. Departing two days later, she visited San Pedro (7-8 
April) and San Francisco (9-10 April). She entered the yard at Mare Island, 
on 10 April, and steamed out again on the 21st. Passing out through the 
Golden Gate, on 23 April, she set a course westward and raised Honolulu 
on 30 April. She got underway again on 2 May, and proceeded to Guam 
(14-16 May), Manila (21-28 May), and Hong Kong (28-29 May), before ar-
riving at Shanghai, on 1 June.”  
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Asia and The Asiatic Fleet in 1930

With the colonial powers still exhibiting great control in the orient, the Pacific of 
the 1930’s was far different from today. The Philippines were an American Terri-
tory having been acquired as a result of the Spanish American War. Hawaii was 
still a territory and not yet a state. Vietnam was French - Indo China. Hong Kong 
was a British colony. Indonesia was the Netherlands East Indies.

Turmoil in China resulted from civil war between the Communists and the na-
tionalists. Japan had forcibly seized parts of the country and the colonial powers 
all had spheres of interest in parts of the country.

With this as a backdrop, the US Navy had established a strong presence to pro-
tect US interests. Established in 1910, the Asiatic Fleet was charged with de-
fending the Philippines and Guam and with upholding the Open Door Policy in 
China.

Wikipedia describes it as follows:

“From 1901 to 1937, the United States military maintained a strong presence in 
China to maintain Far East trade interests and to pursue a permanent alliance 
with the Chinese Republic, after long diplomatic difficulties with the Chinese 
Empire. The relationship between the U.S. and China was mostly on-again off-
again, with periods of both cordial diplomatic relations accompanied by times of 
severed relations and violent anti-United States protests. China’s central govern-
ment was relatively weak in comparison to the local influence of regional war-
lords. Armed renegade soldiers and boatmen prowled the Yangtze River ready to 
seize any vessel unable to defend itself.
  
The cooks, bakers, stewards, and mess attendants were exclusively Chinese 
aboard all gunboats and cruisers in Chinese waters. These men did not wear na-
val uniforms, but wore traditional Chinese civilian attire. They wore black satin 
slippers and a  skullcap with a decorative button on top. The remainder of their 
clothing was made of white satin, consisting of long, rather loose pantaloons tied 
around the ankles and a short jacket fastened in front with frogs. Not considered 
part of the ships’ crew were the Chinese girls who lived aboard sampans tied 
to the stern of each gunboat while moored at Shanghai. These sampans would 
shuttle members of the gunboat crew ashore upon request. The girls also paint-
ed the gunboat and polished brightwork in exchange for the ship’s garbage.
  
In the 1920’s and 1930’s, the Asiatic Fleet was based from China, and a classic 
image of the “China Sailor” developed, as a large number of U.S. Navy members 
would remain at postings in China for 10–12 years then retire and continue to 
live in the country. The classic film The Sand Pebbles is a dramatization on the 
life of the China Sailors.”



32

USS Palos (PG-16)
1 June 1931 - 3 June 1931

Arriving in Shanghai on 1 June 1931, Signalman Mackin reported to USS Palos 
(PG-16) while awaiting his assigned destroyer. PALOS was a shallow draft gun-
boat placed in service in 1913 and was one of two light draft warships designed 
for service on the Upper Yangtze River, some 900 miles inland. With the arrival 
of newer gunboats in 1930, she was then based out of Shanghai, and cruised 
the lower Yangtze and its tributaries, making less frequent patrols to the upper 
river except when unrest required additional naval presence.

USS Pillsbury (DD-227)
3 June 1931 - 31 December 1931

(7 months)

Signalman Mackin reported to USS Pillsbury on 3 June 1931. PILLSBURY, com-
missioned on 15 December 1920, was another Clemson Class destroyer. 

From Shanghai, she operated in Chinese water visiting Pagoda Anchorage (4-6 
Jun. & 11-19 Jun.) and Amoy (7-10 Jun.) then returning to Manila on 21 June. 
Operating in that area and visiting the nearby ports of Cavite (22 Jun.-25 Jul.) 
and Olongapo (26-30 Jul.), she returned to China on 4 August with her first port 
of call as Chefoo (4-20 Aug. and later 13 Sept.-17 Oct.).  While in China on this 
operation she visited Tsingtao (31 Aug.-12 Sept.), Shanghai (19-21 Oct.), Pagoda 

USS Pillsbury (DD-227) steaming at high speed, circa 1930. 
(U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command photo. Catalog#: NH 50901 )
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Location of ports visited 
in China, Japan and 
Russia (Google maps 
annotated)

Colorized picture of Destroyer Tender USS Black Hawk (AD-9) with USS Pillsbury (DD-227), USS 
Pope (DD-225), USS Ford (DD-228), USS Paul Jones (DD-230), USS Peary (DD-226) and USS 

Parrott (DD-218) alongside in Chefoo, China. The tender, flagship for Destroyer Squadron 5, rou-
tinely deployed with her destroyers from the Philippines to China. (Source: www.navsource.org)

Anchorage (22-29 Oct.), Amoy (18 Nov.-10 Dec.) and finally Hong Kong, B.C.C. 
(11-12 Dec.) before returning to Manila on 31 December.



34

USS J. D. Edwards (DD-216)
Jan 25, 1932 - May 15, 1932

(4 months)

EDWARDS left Manila on 1 February, traveling over 1,100 miles and reach-
ing Shanghai, China. At that time the Japanese were invading the city. On 29 
February, EDWARDS shifted to Woosung until the 4th of March, the day the 
Japanese took Woosung. His notes indicate “at one-half mile distance witnessed 
Japanese bombardment and capture of Woosung Fort and area”.

USS Borie (DD-215)
31 December 1931 - 23 January 1932

(1 month)

On 31 December, Signalman Mackin was transferred to USS Boire (DD-215) in 
Manila, but as BOIRE was ordered back to the states, he was further transferred 
to USS John D. Edwards (DD-216), another Clemson Class Destroyer, on Janu-
ary 25th, 1932.  

While these pictures are from his collection, it is uncertain as to if these were taken personally. 
It should be noted that the picture on the upper left also appears in WIkipedia.
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USS Black Hawk (AD-9)
15 May 1932 - 15 August 1932

(3 months)

The ship returned to Manila on 18 March. After a short overhaul at Cavite Navy 
Yard and five days in drydock in Olongapo, EDWARDS returned to Shanghai 
on 10 May. On the 15th Signalman Mackin was transferred to USS Black Hawk 
(AD-9) for treatment of a sprained ankle.

USS Barker (DD-213)
15 August 1932 - 21 November 1935

(39 months)
On 15 August, 1932, he was transferred to USS Barker (DD-213) in Chefoo. 
The Clemson Class BARKER was commissioned in 1919 and had served in the 
Asiatic Fleet since 1921. The ship remained in Chefoo until 3 October and then 
began transit back to the Philippines with stops in Shanghai (4-25 Oct.), Amoy 
(27 Oct.-1 Nov.) and Hong Kong (2-9 Nov.), arriving in Manila on 11 November. 
   
On 26 November he was admitted to the Naval Hospital at Canacao and was 
there until 21 January when he returned to BARKER.  

On right: Japanese cruiser HIJMS Adzuma in Shanghai, 1932

USS Black Hawk (AD-9) anchored in Philippine waters, 19 December 1935. 
(US Navy photo # NH 78021 from US Naval History and Heritage Command) 
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1933 
BARKER remained in port in Manila until 11 April when she got underway for 
Swatow, China arriving on the 13th. For the next four months she visited sev-
eral port in China including Amoy (18-21 Apr.), Pagoda Anchorage (22-23 Apr.), 
Amoy (23-24 Apr.), Woosung (26-27 Apr.) then spending over two months in 
Chefoo (18 Apr.- 29 Jul.) before visiting Tsingtao (30 Jul.-10 Aug.), back to Che-
foo (11-26 Aug.) then to Tsingtao (27 Aug.-7 Sept.) from which she returned to 
Manila arriving on 11 September. 

On 4 July 1933 Signalman Mackin reenlisted for four years at Chefoo, China.

USS Barker (DD-213) at Taugku, China. 
17-27 Aug 34

USS Barker in Dewey Drydock, 
Olonagapo, Philippines. 1933

The ship spent the rest of 1933 operating in the local Philippine waters with a 
over a month overhaul in Cavite Naval Shipyard (12 Sept.-21 Oct.) and a week in 
drydock at Olongapo (25 Oct.-3 Nov.). 

1934 
BARKER started 1934 continuing operations in local waters alternating between 
Manila and Olongapo until 7 March. From there the ship began visits to other 
areas in the Philippines: Cebu (8-10 Mar.), Davao (11-12 Mar.), Zamboanga 
(13-15 Mar.), Jolo (15-16 Mar.), Illoilo (17-18 Mar.), and Culion (20 Mar.) before 
returning to Manila on 26 March 26th. After a short stop in Mariveles (26-27 
Mar.), BARKER left from Manila on 10 April. 

Barker visited Yokohama (16-25 Apr.) and Kobe, Japan (26 Apr.-3 May) before 
making Shanghai on 6 May. Departing on the 10th, she arrived in Chefoo,at her 
main base of operations in China, on 18 May. With the exception of a short visit 
to Tangku (17-27 Aug.), BARKER remained there until 5 October. During the 
visit to Tangku, Signalman Mackin visited Peking and the Great Wall of China.
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Left: Forbidden CIty. 18 Aug 34

Left: Temple of Heaven. 18 Aug 34

Left: East Gate of the 
Forbidden CIty. 18 Aug 34

Right: Temple of Rain. 18 Aug 34

Right: Bronze Dragon at the 
Summer Palace. 19 Aug 34
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Left: Famous Arches of Central Park

Left: Five Towers Pagoda

Left: Marble Lion, Ming Tombs

Right: Cloud Tower, Summer Palace

Right: Laughing Buddah in the 
Lama Temple

Right: North Portion of the 
Temple of Heaven
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Above: Services in the Lama Temple

Below Left: At the Temple of Heaven
Below Right: South Gate of Forbidden City

Right: Long Summer Walk, 
Summer Palace, 18 Aug 34

Top: Sleeping Buddha Temple in Western Hills

Right: Military Figure at Ming Tombs
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Right: Main Entrance to the
 Forbidden City

Right: Marble Dragon Bridges

Right: Watch Tower of the 
Forbidden City

Left: Throne Hall in the Forbidden City

Left: Camel Back Bridge, 
Summer Palace

Left: Royal Barge
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Jade Buddha,
Winter Palace

Large Bronze Buddah,
Lama Temple

Thirteen Story Pagoda

Drum and Bell Tower

Entering the Hall Of Classics



42

Left: Funeral Procession 18 Aug 34

Left: Priests of the Funeral Procession

Left: Camel Train

Right: Evil Spirit Sweepers of 
the Funeral Procession

Right: Long Horns Music of the
 Funeral  Procession

Right: Donkey Cart
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Left: Chinese Wedding Chair, 
19 Aug 34

Right: Chinese wedding - the groom 
going thru Tarter Wall 

Peking, China 
19 Aug 34

Coolies waiting for sailors at NCO (Non-
commissioned Officer) Club, Peking, 
18 Aug 34
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Below is a 1934 map of Peking showing location of many of the pictures shown 
here.
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China Marines

Pictures of the US Marines 4th Marine Regiment,  often referred to as the China 
Marines, which was stationed in Shanghai from 1927 to 1941 to protect Ameri-
can citizens in the International Settlement during the Chinese Revolution and 
the Second Sino - Japanese War. 

Below U.S. Marines Inspection, Peking. 18 Aug 34.
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Trip to the Great Wall
21 August 1934

On the train heading to the Great 
Wall.
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After the visit to Tangku, BARKER departed on the 27th and returned to the Phil-
ippines via Tsingtao (6-7 Oct.), Shanghai (9-29 Oct.), Amoy (31 Oct.-5  Nov.), and 
Hong Kong (6-19 Nov.). She arrived in Manila on 21 November. Following return 
to the Philippines, BARKER operated in the Manila area with visits to the local 
ports of Olongapo and Mariveles.

U.S. destroyers at Hong Kong.
25 Sept. 34

Naval Exercises
During periods at-sea, the destroyers engaged in training exercises to maintain 
proficiency. 

Below: Gunnery exercises USS Barker (DD-213), 22 Jun 33.
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High Speed Maneuvers, 25 Aug 35

1935
During the first few months of 1935, BARKER continued the pattern of opera-
tions in the Manila area with short visits to Olongapo, Mariveles and a short 
overhaul at the Navy Yard in Cavite. On 1 April she departed on the Northern 
Mindanao Survey which took her some 500 miles from Manila. In three days she 
surveyed thirteen locations. Stopping at Cebu (6-9 Apr.) and Iloilo (9-11 Apr.), 
BARKER returned to Manila on 12 April and then departed for China on 19 
April.

Left and below:
Machinist’s Wharf, Navy Yard, 
Cavite, Philippines, Mar 35

USS Barker making full power run 
32 Knots off Chefoo China. Depth 
Charge racks to the right. 28 June 35
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The ship’s first stop was Shanghai (23-30 Apr.) before proceeding to Kobe, Ja-
pan where she remained from 3 to 17 May. Returning to China, she arrived in 
Chefoo on 19 May and remained there until 21 September with the exception of 
three short port visits: Tankgu (9-18 July), Tsingtao (21-26 July) and Weihaiwei 
(6-9 Sept.). Barker then visited Amoy (25-29 Sept.) and Hong Kong (25-29 Oct.) 
before proceeding to French Indo-China (Vietnam) where she visited Halong Bay 
(14-15 Oct.), Haiphong (15-21 Oct.) and Saigon (24 Oct.-2 Nov.). 

Japanese Merchants, Kobe Ja-
pan. May 35

Sampans at Mindanao, Philippines
Apr 35
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Dapitan, Min-
dinao, Philippines 
April 35

Catholic Church, Boliangao 
Mindanao, Philippines.
April 35

View of Chefoo China. Tower Hill to right. 
29 Jun 35

Black Hawk with USS Pillsbury, Smith Thomp-
son and John D. Edwards alongside. Chefoo 

China. 20 Sept 35.
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Above: Heading down the Peking River from 
Taugku, China. June 35

Below: S-38 off Tsingtao, China. July 35

Left: Two Sampans - “Home Sweet Home to 
these Chinese”, Peking River, Taugku, China. 
June 35

“Coolies carrying sand.” French Compound. Taugku 
China. June 35

Left: view of Amoy China,
 26 Sep 35
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Gunboat USS Asheville (PG-21) alongside dock at 
Taugku, China (Taugku station in background). July 
35. (Ed. Note: Early in World War II, she was sunk by 

Japanese surface forces on 3 March 1942.)

Left: USS Barker off Chefoo, China 
29 Jun 35.

Full Dress Ship for Japanese 
Emperor’s birthday, Shanghai, 

China Apr 35.
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Above Left: Canal thru DINH Vu Island between 
KUA NAM TRIEU & KUA KAM. USS Whipple en-
tering Haiphong, Tonkin, F.I.C. 15 Oct 35.

Above Right: Petty Officer Hoffman, 
Saigon, 27 Oct 35

Left: Feeding elephant bananas at the zoo. 
Saigon, 25 Oct 35. 

Left: Saigon Street 
Food, 27 Oct 35

Right: QMC Sigler 
taking in the sights, 

Haiphong, Tonkin, 
FIC. 18 Oct 35

Left: Saigon Moulin 
Rouge Poster, 25 
Oct 35

Above: Ox Cart, Saigon, 25 Oct 35
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Christmas Greeting card signed by USS Barker Commanding Officer, LCDR Leland Lovette, who 
commanded BARKER from March 1935 until June 1936

BARKER returned to Manila on 6 November and later that month conduced ex-
ercises with submarines in the local areas. On 21 November Signalman Mackin 
was transferred to the Naval Hospital in Canacao with a double hernia.

1936
He was released from the hospital on 11 January and returned to BARKER for fur-
ther transfer to USS Black Hawk on 13 January, from which he was transferred to 
USS Paul Jones (DD-230) on 17 January.

Map of Chefoo, China
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On 17 January 1936 Signalman Mackin reported to USS Paul Jones (DD-230), 
another Clemson Class destroyer, at Olongapo. PAUL JONES had been commis-
sioned in 1920 and had been stationed with the Asiatic Fleet since 1923. Sig-
nalman Mackin entered the Naval Hospital at Canacao for examination from 18 
- 25 January. PAUL JONES operated in local Philippine waters and ports towing 
targets for the army, undergoing annual inspection and conducting squadron 
maneuvers. 

On 14 April while en route to Shanghai, destroyers Whipple and Smith Thomp-
son collided doing severe damage to both ships. The squadron returned to Olon-
gapo where Whipple and Smith Thompson were drydocked in the Dewey Dry-
dock. 

USS Paul Jones (DD-230)
17 January 1936 - 14 July 1938

(31 months)

USS Paul Jones (DD-230) in an undated photo, probably in Chinese waters. 
(Source: Navsource.org)  

Above: Crew members inspect damage to the bow of 
USS Whipple after collision.

Right: USS Whipple after arrival in port



57

USS Whipple’s damaged bow

Damage to USS Smith Thomson

USS Whipple in drydock

USS Whipple (DD 217) and USS Smith 
Thompson (DD 212) moored along side
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USS Smith Thompson in Dewey Drydock with 
bow removed

Smith Thompson afloat with her sunken bow 
shored up ready for Whipple to move over and 

set down on the blocks.

Landing Force, Olongao, PI. 7 Apr 36

Due to the damage to these ships, it was decided to remove the bow from SMITH 
THOMPSON and place it on WHIPPLE. SMITH THOMPSON was subsequently 
scuttled off of Subic Bay on 25 July 1936.
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PAUL JONES was underway for China again on 20 April, spending from 24 April 
to 13 May at Shanghai then underway and arriving at Chefoo on 15 May and 
mooring alongside BLACK HAWK. As in previous years, Chefoo became the main 
base of operations with several short underways for naval exercises and full pow-
er runs. Visits to other Chinese ports included Tsingtao (2-7 Aug. and 6-9 Sept.) 
and Tangku (1-10 Oct.). Underway from Chefoo for the last time on 14 October, 
she then worked her way south stopping in Shanghai (16 Oct.-2 Nov.) and Hong 
Kong (5-12 Nov.) before visiting Singapore from 16 to 23 November.  

Underway on the 23rd, PAUL JONES crossed the equator at 105 deg. 04 min. E 
en route to Java in Company with Destroyer Division 15 with Commander De-
stroyer Squadron 5, CAPT H. A. McClure, embarked in PAUL JONES. 

Pollywogs, sailors who have not 
crossed the equator, during the tradi-
tional Crossing the Line ceremony to 
become Shellbacks. 23 Nov 36
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She proceeded to visit Tandjong Priok, Java (25 Nov.-2 Dec.), Soerabaja, Java 
(3-7 Dec.), Sanur Roads, Bali (8-11 Dec.) and Balikpepan, Borneo (13-15 Dec.) 
before heading back to the Philippines stopping at Zamboanga (17-19 Dec.) and 
Iloilo (20 Dec.) and Sangley Point (21 Dec.) before arriving in Manila on the 21st. 

Approximate track of USS Paul Jones from Hong Kong to Manila, November - December 1936
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Sacred Dancers, Sanur 
Roads, Bali 9 Dec 36

Left: Sailors on Liberty, 
Denpasar, Bali 9 Dec 36

Above Left: Liberty Party going 
ashore at Sanur Roads, Bali. 9 Dec 
36

Above Right: Nordfelt, Korzenowsk 
& Fidler, Denpasar, Bali 9 Dec 36

Tourist Map of Bali
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Brochure from Hotel Satrya, Bali. As Bali was part of the Netherland 
Indies, presumably the brochure is in Dutch

Women of Bali, Denpasar, Bali 9 Dec 36

Marketplace Denspar, Bali 9 Dec 36

Denpasar, Bali 9 Dec 36

Sacred Balinese Dancer, 
Senur Roads, Bali 

9 Dec 36
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1937 
During the first three months of 1937, PAUL JONES conducted many short term 
operations out of the local Philippine ports of Manila, Olongapo and Sangley 
Point. The longest period in port was 5 to 23 February in Manila for an overhaul 
by tender USS Black Hawk (AD-9) and from 25 February to 4 March for an an-
nual inspection. On 11 March PAUL JONES embarked Philippine Vice President 
Omena to the flagship USS Augusta (CL-31). Sergio Osmeña was later to become 
President of the Philippines during World War II. 

PAUL JONES got underway for China on 6 April, arriving in Amoy on the 8th. 
Her visit to China was short this time, spending a only a day and half in Amoy 
(8-10 Apr.), a day and a half on the Yangtze River (11-12 Apr.) and a day in 
Shanghai (12-13 Apr.) before beginning the 1100 mile transit back to Manila, 
arriving on 16th.  After only such a short time in China, the return to the Phil-
ippines was unusual and she spent from 17 May to the 21st in overhaul at the 
Navy Yard at Cavite and from the 21st to the 26th in drydock at Olongapo and 
fumigated ship on the 27th before departing again for China. 

The ship’s first port of call this time was Woosung (30-31 May) before making 
brief stops in Shanghai (31 May) and Tsingtao (2 June) and arriving in Chefoo 
on 3 June. PAUL JONES spent the next month doing daily and short term op-
erations out of Chefoo conducting squadron maneuvers and battle practice with 
other destroyers. On 6 July she shifted to Tsingtao and conducted operations 
with submarines until the 10th. She then visited Shanghai (11-15 Jul.) and Ts-
ingtao (16-17 Jul.) before returning to Chefoo on the 17th and conducted daily 
operations, mainly AA (anti-aircraft) practice.

On July 4th, Signalman Mackin reenlisted for four more years.

On the 24 July she left for Vladivostok, U.S.S.R. in company with USS Augusta 
(CA-31), flagship of the Asiatic Fleet with Admiral Yarnell embarked, and three 
other destroyers, USS Whipple (DD-217), USS Alden (DD-211), and USS Barker 
(DD-213), passing through the edge of a typhoon en route. The ships visited the 
city from 28 July to 1 August. 

Vladivostok, U.S.S.R., 27 July 37
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View of visiting U.S. naval squadron at 
Vladivostok, Russia, 26 July -1 August 
1937, in the harbor. The stern of one 
U.S. destroyer can be seen to the left of 
the picture while the other three are in 
line broadside to each other and the USS 
Augusta (CA-31), to the left of center. The 
four destroyers are: USS Paul Jones (DD-
230), USS Whipple (DD-217), USS Alden 
(DD-211), and USS Barker (DD-213). 
(Naval History and Heritage Command 
photo)
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Russian Submarine, Vladivostok, USSR
29 Jul 37

Vladivostok Harbor, 29 Jul 37
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These were the first United States naval vessels to visit that port since the clos-
ing of the naval radio station there in 1922. As Admiral Yarnell later wrote, “The 
visit of this force evidently has meant a great deal to these people,” as both offi-
cers and men were lavishly entertained. (From history.navy.mil)
  
PAUL JONES returned to Chefoo on 3 August began another period of daily 
exercises with other destroyers until 26 September. She then visited Taku (27 
Sept.) and Pehtaiho (28 Sept.) before returning to Chefoo on 28 September. She 
began her trip back to the Philippines on 8 November departing Chefoo, visiting 
Shanghai (11-17 Nov.), Amoy (18 Nov.) and Swatow (19 Nov.) before arriving in 
Mariveles, P.I. on 21 November. 

During the visit to Shanghai, PAUL JONES was witness to the Japanese inva-
sion of Shanghai.

The conflict had begun on 13 August when the army of the Chinese Nationalist 
Party attempted to eradicate the Japanese troop presence in downtown Shang-
hai. The first phase lasted until 22 August after which the Japanese launched 
a series on amphibious landings on the coast north of Shanghai and the two 
armies fought a house-to-house battle with the Japanese attempting to gain 
control of the city and the surrounding regions. The last phase of the battle from 
27 October to the end of November 1937, had the Chinese army in retreat in the 
face of Japanese flanking maneuvers, and the ensuing combat on the road to 
China’s capital, Nanjing. [Wikipedia]

In view of these hostilities, USS Augusta, after initially making Tsingtao follow-
ing the visit to Vladivostok, sailed for Shanghai on the morning of 13 August 
1937 in order to protect American interests there. 

AUGUSTA reached Shanghai the following day, and sailed up the Whangpoo Riv-
er. En route to her moorings, she passed many Japanese warships, principally 
light cruisers and destroyers, who duly rendered the prescribed passing honors 
to Augusta’s embarked admiral. 

View of Chefoo, China Naval Tailor, Chefoo, China
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On 18 August, AUGUSTA unmoored and shifted further upstream and moored 
off the Shanghai Bund. She would remain in that mooring, in a prominent posi-
tion off the famous “Bund” into January 1938, observing the Sino-Japanese hos-
tilities at close range. Initially, there was the problem of evacuating Americans 
from the war zone. American merchantmen called at Shanghai to do so, pas-
sengers travelling downstream to waiting steamships on the Dollar Line tender, 
guarded by Sailors from Augusta’s landing force. The flagship’s Marine detach-
ment, meanwhile, went ashore to aid the 4th Marines in establishing defensive 
positions to keep hostilities out of the neutral enclaves. On 20 August 1937, 
while the flagship’s crew gathered amidships on the well deck for the evening 
movies, a Chinese antiaircraft shell landed amongst the sailors, killing one and 
wounding several. Ten days later, Chinese planes bombed the American Dollar 
Line SS President Hoover off the mouth of the Whangpoo River, with one death 
and several wounded. [US Naval History and Heritage Command]

Shanghai, September 1937

Dollar Line Tug loaded with American and 
other foreign refugees evacuating Shang-

hai. Sept 37
Chinese Refugees trying to evacu-

ate Shanghai. Sept 37
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USS Augusta moored in the Whangpoo River at 
Shanghai. Sep 37

USS Augusta’s deck - One sailor killed 
here while waiting for the movies

British and American Marines near Soochaio 
Creek Bridge Broadway Mansion Hotel rear. 

Shanghai. 28 Sept 37

The Bund - International Settlement Shanghai, 
China. 13 Nov 37

Japanese gunboat at Pootung (across the river 
from), Shanghai, China. 12 Nov 37

Right: N. Y. K. office building at Pootung China, 
Whangpoo River. 15 Nov 37
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The ship stopped at Sangley Point, Philippines on 21-23 November before arriv-
ing in Manila later the same day on the 22nd. For the remainder of 1937 PAUL 
JONES conducted daily/short term local operations out of nearby ports. 

Enlarged Map of Shanghai
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1938 
The start of the new year continued the same pattern of operations conducting 
a variety of naval exercises including antiaircraft practice, submarine exercises 
and exercises with other destroyers of the division and squadron. Commander 
Destroyer Squadron Five was embarked during portions of this time period while 
conducting these exercises.  In early April the ship proceeded to the vicinity of 
the Philippine island of Palawan and commenced naval exercises with other de-
stroyers of Divisions 13 and 15 and supported by BLACK HAWK. Over the next 
two months they conducted operations near Palawan, Jolo, Leyte, and Mindan-
ao. 

The main drag looking toward the dock, 
Marigosatubig, Mindanao. 8 May 38

YMCA map of Shanghai
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Most of this time was spent at sea with periodic refuelings conducted by fleet oil-
ers USS Pecos (AO-6) and USS Ramapo (AO-12). PAUL JONES spent from 7 May  
through the 19th alongside USS Black Hawk (AD-9) and then continued with 
squadron battle practice exercises. On 16 June she left Philippine waters and 
arrived in Paknam, Siam on the 21st. They visited Bangkok from the 22 to the 
27th of June.

Left: Municipal Building Provincial 
Road Dapitan, Mindanao P.I. 28 
Apr 38

Right: PAUL JONES sailors on 
there way to being disappointed 

(there was no beer) Dapitan, 
Mindanao PI. 

28 Apr 38

King’s Palace Bangkok, Siam.
25 June 38
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Milking time on the snake 
farm, Bangkok, Siam. 

25 June 38
Snake Farm Bankok, Siam. 

25 June 38

Bangkok, Siam. 25 June 38
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After the visit she returned with Destroyer Division 13 to Manila on 1 July. The 
ship then began operations in the local areas. 

During this time period Signalman Mackin was commended by his command as 
follows:

“June 13: Commended for the nicety and expertness with which he steered 
this ship during the fueling at sea exercise this date.”

“June 18: The especially keen eyesight of this man is worthy of note in his 
record. He has repeatedly demonstrated his ability to sight objects at sea 
at long ranges an appreciable length of time before those objects could be 
seen by another person.”

On 14 July 1938 Signalman Mackin was transferred to USS Black Hawk in Ma-
nila.

USS Paul Jones Ship’s Party. 12 Jul 39
(Navy History and Heritage Command Photo)

New World Bar. 13 Jun 36

Manila, P.I.. Feb 38
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USS Black Hawk (AD-9)
14 July 1938 - 30 August 1939

(13 1/2 months)

BLACK HAWK was underway the next day on 15 July for Hong Kong arriving 
three days later on the 18th. 
  
During this passage on 16 July 1938, Signalman Mackin was issued an acting 
appointment to Chief Petty Officer. 
  
After spending five days in Hong Kong, BLACK HAWK was underway for Chefoo 
arriving on the 24th. Chief Mackin was then assigned to the Permanent Patrol in 
Chefoo until 9 September when he embarked his old ship, USS Paul Jones, as 
part of the COMDESRON Five staff. The next day the ship moved to Tsingtao. On 
the 15th she was underway for Hong Kong, arriving on the 20 September. Dur-
ing the nearly 1,400 mile transit she conducted maneuvers with BLACK HAWK, 
PECOS, Destroyer Division 13, PERRY and PILLSBURY.   PAUL JONES departed 
Hong Kong on 27 September headed for Manila arriving on the 29th. In Manila 
Chief Mackin transferred to USS Black Hawk with COMDESRON Five on 3 Octo-
ber. 
  
BLACK HAWK was underway on 9 October and spent from the 10th to 20th at 
Malampaya Sound near the island Palawan, then returned to Manila on October 
22. 
  
COMDESRON Five again embarked on USS Paul Jones from 27 December 1938 
to 27 January 1938 and returned to BLACK HAWK. 
  

USS Black Hawk (AD-9) moored at Chefoo, China in the late 1930’s, with USS Paul Jones (DD-230), 
John D. Ford (DD-228), Peary (DD-226), and USS Heron (AM-10) alongside. 

(US Naval History and Heritage Command photo # NH 95960)
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1939 
Black Hawk returned to cruising the Philippines when she departed Manila on 
10 April 1939. Returning to the city on 22 May, she remained there until 3 June, 
when she sortied for China. Arriving at Hong Kong on the 5th, she stood there 
until 7 June, then continued on to Shanghai (11-16 June), before arriving at 
Chefoo on 18 June. After seven weeks in port, the ship got underway for a visit 
to Shanghai (13-19 August), before making a brief return to Chefoo on 20 Au-
gust. [history.navy.mil] 

During the period from 16 June to 20 August Chief Mackin was assigned to 
Permanent Shore Patrol at Chefoo, China and on 20 August returned to BLACK 
HAWK. On 10 August he was commended by the Senior Shore Patrol Officer 
Chefoo for having performed his patrol duties during a difficult period (3 July 39 
to 3 August 39) with intelligence and zeal, and in accordance with the best tradi-
tions of the Naval Service. The exact nature of the “difficult period” is not docu-
mented. 

On 18 August he was issued Permanent Appointment as Chief Signalman effec-
tive 16 July 1939. 

Departing Chefoo on 20 August, BLACK HAWK spent the next five weeks cruis-
ing the Chinese coast making multiple port visits during that time. On 11 Au-
gust Chief Mackin received orders transferring him back to the United States. 
He transferred from BLACK HAWK on 26 August 1939 having spent 8 years 2 
months and 23 days with the Asiatic Fleet.
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Permanent Patrol Chetfoo. Jun-Aug 39
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Return to the States - WWII
His return to the States on USS Chaumont (AP-5) began on 26 August 1939 at 
Chinwangtao, China.

At the time CHAUMONT was a personnel transport ship that made frequent trips 
across the Pacific to various ports in the Far East, including Shanghai, and sup-
ported the Marine Corps units stationed there. She was involved with the Japa-
nese invasions of that city described earlier in this book. In 1932 from Manila 
she embarked the 1,000 men of the Army’s 31st Infantry Regiment and sailed 
for Shanghai arriving on 5 February. In the 1937 invasion she rushed the 6th 
Marine Regiment to Shanghai to reinforce the the 4th Marine Regiment which 
was defending the International Settlement during the Japanese effort to seize 
the city. In 1943 during World War II, she was converted to a Hospital Ship, re-
named USS Samaritan (AH-10) and earned four battle stars for her service.

Chief Mackin’s transport to the states took almost two months. During the tran-
sit the ship made several stops: Chinwangtao (25-26 Aug. and 27-30 Aug.), Taku 
Bar (26-27 Aug. and 30 Aug.), Chefoo (1 Sept.), Tsingtao (2 Sept.), then returning 
to Shanghai, on 4 September. Remaining there until 12 September, she shifted 
to Hong Kong (15-16 Sept.), before steaming to Manila (18-20 Sept.), en route to 
the United States via Guam (25-26 Sept.) and Honolulu (7-9 Oct.), reaching San 
Francisco, on 14 October. He transferred to Receiving Ship San Francisco on 16 
October awaiting orders.

On 6 November he embarked USS Philadelphia (CL-41) in San Francisco for 
transportation to the Santa Barber Channel on 8 November and transfer to his 
new duty station, USS Concord (CL-10).

Naval Training Station Newport

Chaumont in Chinese waters during the 1930s. 
(Naval History & Heritage Command Photograph)

Chaumont arriving at Shanghai 
with the Sixth Marine Regiment. 19 Sept.37. 

(Naval History & Heritage Command Photograph)
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Enroute Guam to Honolulu, USS Chaumont     
4 Oct 39. “Piping down the dream sack.”

Sightseers from USS Chaumont at Mormon 
Temple grounds Honolulu, Hawaii. 8 Oct 39

Mormon Temple Honolulu, Hawaii 8 Oct 39

14 Year Old Hula Dancer. 8 Oct 39

US Army Band playing “Aloha” to USS Chau-
mont on departure. 9 Oct 39

Right: USS Chaumont departing 
Honolulu. 9 Oct 39
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Diamond Head,Honolulu, Hawaii taken from 
USS Chaumont. 9 Oct 39

Passing under the San Francisco - Oakland 
Bay Bridge. 16 Oct 39

When he arrived in San Francisco the Golden Gate International Exposition was 
nearing the end of its first season which lasted from 18 February 1939 through 
29 October 1939. It was also opened the next year from 25 May through 29 Sep-
tember 1940.

The Exposition was intended to be a World’s Fair to celebrate the completion of 
the Bay Bridge and Golden Gate Bridge finished in 1936 and 1937 respectively. 
It was held on Treasure Island, an artificial island built for the Exposition.

The following pictures are from his collection and appear to be commercially pro-
duced postcards.
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USS Concord (CL-10)
8 November 1939 - 21 February 1943

(27 1/2 months)

Port bow view of USS Concord (CL 10) off the Mare Island Navy Yard, 9 February 1942.
(U.S. National Archives, Photo #19-N-28438)

USS Concord (CL-10) was an Omaha-class light cruiser, originally classified as a 
scout cruiser,  commissioned in 1923. She had spent the first nine years of her 
career in the Atlantic and then transferred to the Pacific. 

Initially the ship operated out of the west coast, but on 1 April 1940 her home 
port was changed to Pearl Harbor. She began training operations and convoy 
duty. In January 1941 she escorted a convoy with USS Chaumont to Midway, 
Wake and Guam before returning to Pearl Harbor in mid-February. On 9 March 
she was underway escorting a convoy with newly commissioned attack transport 
USS William P. Biddle (APA-8). They crossed the equator on 13 March at Longi-
tude 165-40W observing the traditional Shellback initiations.  

Crossing the Line. 3 Mar 41
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Their destination was Pago Pago, Samoa arriving on the 15th. BIDDLE’s mission 
was to deliver 24 officers and 405 enlisted men of the composite infantry-artillery 
unit which was the first unit of the Fleet Marine Force to serve in the Southern 
Hemisphere during World War II.[Wikipedia] After a five day port call, the convoy 
left on the 20th to return to Pearl Harbor on 26 March.

Crossing the Line 3 Mar 41
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CONCORD resumed fleet exercises and training throughout the rest of the spring 
and into the summer. On 31 August she was underway with “destination un-
known”. On 1 September, the crew was notified that the ship’s destination was 
Balboa, Canal Zone to form a new command, the Southeast Pacific Force. The 
directive to CINCPAC Admiral Kimmel:

CINCPAC CONSTITUTE THE SOUTHEAST PACIFIC FORCE CONSISTING OF TWO 
7,500-TON LIGHT CRUISERS AND DISPATCH IT TO BALBOA. FOR TASK PURPOSES 
THIS FORCE WILL OPERATE DIRECTLY UNDER CNO AFTER ENTERING THE SOUTH-
EAST PACIFIC SUB AREA AS DEFINED IN WPL 46 PAR. 3222 EXCEPT WESTERN LIMIT 
IS LONGITUDE 100 WEST. WITHIN THE PACIFIC SECTOR OF THE PANAMA NAVAL 
COASTAL FRONTIER AND WITHIN THE SOUTHEAST PACIFIC SUB AREA THE COM-
MANDER PANAMA NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIER AND COMMANDER SOUTHEAST PACIF-
IC FORCE WILL IN COOPERATION AND ACTING UNDER THE STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS EXECUTE THE FOLLOWING TASK: DESTROY 
SURFACE RAIDERS WHICH ATTACK OR THREATEN UNITED STATES FLAG SHIPPING. 

CONCORD arrived at Balboa on 14 September and was underway on the 18th. 
On 20 September she crossed the equator once again and returned to Balboa on 
3 October.

On 14 October 1941 Chief Mackin reenlisted for four years while the ship was 
at Balboa and was granted 45 days reenlistment leave. He embarked USS Nitro 
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(AE-2) for transportation to the states, arriving in San Diego on the 29th. His 
notes indicate traveling through Los Angeles, New Orleans, Flomaton, AL, Jack-
sonville, and Savannah before arriving in Charleston, SC on 2 November where 
he remained until the 28th. He arrived in New York on 1 December. He made a 
couple of short visits back and forth to Philadelphia. On 7 December, the day of 
Pearl Harbor, he left New York at 11:40 PM to return to USS Concord which was 
now in overhaul at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California, arriving on 
11 December.

Shortly after returning, he was detailed to participate in the launching of USS 
Sperry (AS-12) on 17 December. These orders were signed by the Executive Offi-
cer, CDR Wm. W. Behrens, who had been his division officer some fourteen years 
earlier on USS Whitney.
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CONCORD remained in overhaul until 26 February and then resumed her 
Southeast Pacific Force operations. She escorted convoys to Bora Bora, exercised 
in the Canal Zone, and cruised along the coast of South America and to the is-
lands of the southeast Pacific, serving from time to time as flagship of her force.

USS Concord (CL-10) at Mare Island Navy 
Yard, 7 February 1942.

(U.S. National Archives Photo #19-N-28437)

Port bow view of USS Concord (CL-10) off the 
Mare Island Navy Yard, 9 February 1942.

(U.S. National Archives, Photo #19-N-28438)

Change of Command; from CAPT Sowell to 
CAPT Chambers, 13 July 1942. The officers are 
(from left to right) CDR Beherens, CDR Elliot, 

CAPT Sowell, CAPT Chambers.(From the collec-
tion of Fred M. Larson, Navsource.org)

USS CONCORD (CL-10) leaves Pier 18 at 
Balboa, Canal Zone, for a South Pacific des-

tination, 6 January 1943. 
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On 16 January 1943 he was appointed to the rank of Boatswain by the Secretary 
of the Navy and subsequently received orders to detach from USS Concord (CL-
10) and await further orders.

After completion of his physical, his promotion occurred on 27 February. He de-
tached from CONCORD at Balboa, Canal Zone. He reported to newly designated 
attack transport USS Thomas Jefferson (APA-30) which had just returned from 
delivering troops to New Caledonia and before that had operated in the Atlantic 
Theater in the Battle for North Africa. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON transported Boatswain (Bos’n.) Mackin to New York to the 
Third Naval District on March 17th awaiting further orders.
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USS Thomas Jefferson (APA-30) (Navsource.org Photograph 100303007)
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What is a Boatswain?

The Boatswain rank was a warrant officer who supervised the deck force in the 
execution of major seamanship functions and the maintenance of topside, rig-
ging and deck gear. This included supervision of such operations as anchoring, 
mooring, fueling, towing, transferring of personnel and cargo, and the operation 
and maintenance of ship’s boats. 

Warrant officers ranked between Chief Petty Officer and Commissioned Officers. 
They were highly skilled officers who possessed specialized technical knowledge 
in their field.

The Boatswain actually dates back to the year 1060 in the Royal Navy and was 
one of four warrant specialties authorized at the founding of our Navy in 1794.

Left: Chief SIgnalman 
Rating Badge

Right: Service stripes 
indicating over 20 years 

service

Right: Collar Devices of 
Chief Boatswain

Right: Shoulder 
Board of Chief 
Boatswain for the 
Service Grey uni-
form of WW II

Left: Shoulder 
Board of Boat-

swain

Above center: Shoulder Board of Chief 
Boatwain
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Request for Shore Duty
While attached to CONCORD, Chief Mackin submitted requests for shore duty. 
His twenty years in the Navy at this point had been continuous sea duty. Replies 
to two such requests are filed in his records. Below is a reply to his request of 17 
December 1940. He had submitted a previous request on 29 January 1940, just 
a few months after reporting to CONCORD. 
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From the letter below it appears that he communicated with now Captain Lovette 
who had been his Commanding Officer on USS Barker (DD-213) in 1935. Cap-
tain Lovette at this time is head of the Navy’s Public Affairs Office in Washington, 
D.C.
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Captain Lovette pictured in 1942 while serving as the 
head of the Navy’s Public Relations organization. (NHHC 
Photo # 80-G-K-13934). Captain Lovette would  go on to 
retire as a Vice Admiral.  

As a Lieutenant Commander, Lovette was also the author of the book Naval 
Customs Traditions and Usage. This book was first published in 1934 with sub-
sequent editions published in 1936 and 1939. The preface to the second edition 
was written in Chefoo, China while he was Commanding Officer of USS Barker 
(DD-213).
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On 23 March, about a week after reporting to the Commandant of the Third Na-
val District in New York, Boatswain Mackin received orders to USS Osprey (AM-
56). He detached that same day and reported to USS Osprey at Naval Operating 
Base Norfolk on 1 April.

USS Osprey (AM-56)
1 April 1943 - 8 April 1943

(1 week)

USS Osprey (AM-56) was a Raven-class minesweeper. Commissioned in 1940, 
she had participated in Operation Torch, the landings in North Africa in Novem-
ber of 1942. By 1943 she was assigned coastal patrol out of Norfolk.

Boatswain Mackin quickly found his orders changed. On 6 April, less than a 
week after reporting aboard, he received new orders, this time directing him to 
report to the Superintendent, U. S. Maritime Service Training Station at Hoffman 
Island, New York. He detached OSPREY on 8 April and reported to the Maritime 
Service Training Station on 13 April.

The next year, USS Osprey, while participating in the Normandy invasion on 5 
June 1944, was struck by a mine and lost.

USS Osprey (AM-56) circa 1943 (Navsource.org photograph)
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US Maritime Service Training Station
13 April 1943 - 7 June 1944

(14 months)

The US Maritime Service Training Station was part of the United States Maritime 
Service which was established in 1938 to train merchant seamen in anticipation 
of the many merchant ships and personnel that would be needed to carry war 
supplies to support the war effort. During this period it came under the supervi-
sion of the War Shipping Administration. This command was one of several such 
training stations and was located on Hoffman Island, an 11 acre artificial island 
located near Staten Island.

Boatswain Mackin was assigned duties as Signal Officer and Navigation Officer.

Shortly after arriving he received the following note from now Captain Behrens, 
his Executive Officer on CONCORD and his Division Officer on WHITNEY, who 
was now at the Bureau of Naval Personnel. After leaving the Bureau in November 
1943, Captain Behrens commanded USS Houston (CL-81) and was awarded the 
Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism against the Japanese in 1944. He retired 
in 1947 in the rank of Rear Admiral.
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Staff Picture, US Maritime Training Station Hoffman Island. 
(Bosn Mackin seated front row far right)

On 3 June 1944 the Chief of Naval Personnel issued orders to Boatswain 
Mackin to detach from duty at the Maritime Service Training Station and 
report via the Third Naval District to USS ATR-1, an Auxiliary Tug Rescue. 
He detached on 7 June and by the time  he reported to Third Naval District 
on the 12th his orders had changed, now to report to the Naval Net Training 
Depot in Tiburon, California.

USS ATR-1 (Naval History and 
Heritage Command Photograph NH 

83871)



96



97

Naval Net Training Depot
30 June 1944 - 30 September 1944

(3 months)

The Naval Net Training Depot’s purpose was to train personnel on the the Navy’s 
net laying ships. A net layer’s primary function was to lay and maintain steel 
anti-torpedo or anti-submarine nets. Nets could be laid around an individual 
ship at anchor, or around harbors or other anchorages. Net laying was potential-
ly dangerous work, and net laying seamen were experts at dealing with blocks, 
tackles, knots and splicing. As World War II progressed, net layers were pressed 
into a variety of additional roles including salvage, troop and cargo transport, 
buoy maintenance, and service as tugboats.

On arriving at the training depot he was promoted to Chief Boatswain, a Com-
missioned Officer rank, on 21 July with a date of rank from 1 June 1944.
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After the three month course of instruction, his received orders from BUPERS, 
issued on 19 October, to detach and report to Commandant 12th Naval District 
for transportation to net laying ship USS Chestnut (AN-11) located in Noumea, 
New Caledonia. He reported in to the Naval District on 3 November and on 20 
November embarked the on newly commissioned personnel transport ship USS 
Admiral W. P. Crapps (APA-121) for the over 6,000 mile voyage to New Caledo-
nia. New Caledonia at this time was the main South Pacific base of the United 
States Navy and also housed some 50,000 troops.

The transport ship arrived in New Caledonia on 7 December and he reported to 
USS Chesnut (AN-11) the next day.

USS Chestnut (AN-11)
8 December 1944 - 15 December 1944

(1 week)

USS Chestnut (AN-11/YN-6) was an Aloe-class net laying ship which and served 
the Navy during war with her protective anti-submarine nets.

USS Chestnut (AN-11) 
(Navsource.org photograph)
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His tour on CHESTNUT was to be be short lived, however, as he soon received a 
new set of orders. These emergency orders were issued by Commander Service 
Squadron South Pacific Force on 12 December, citing a BUPERS dispatch of 7 
December and ordered him to report to the Service Squadron for further assign-
ment.
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The Service Squadron was a unit of Service Force Pacific whose role it was to set 
up mobile, forward bases to refit, repair and resupply navy ships closer to their 
area of operations and thus reduce time in transit for resupply and repair. As 
the front moved westward these bases would move along with the fleet. In June 
1944 the main forward operating base had shifted to Ulithi Atoll in the Caro-
line Islands with previous bases having been established at Majuro, Kwajalein, 
and Eniwetok Atolls in the Marshall Islands, Manus Island in Western Carolines 
and Kossoi Passage in the Palau Islands. By February of 1945 the Service Force 
would have over 1,400 vessels.

Map showing location of Mobile Logistic Bases along with major battles of the Pacific Theater
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Upon arriving at the Service Squadron, Chief Boatswain Mackin was assigned tempo-
rary duty to proceed to Auckland, New Zealand and report to the Administrative repre-
sentative there for verbally assigned temporary duty. 
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USS YF-1038
23 December 1944 - 22 February 1945

(2 months)

YF-1038 shortly after launch in Aukland, NZ. 7 Oct 44. 
(RNZAF photo Mariners Museum photo PN1194)

Chief Boatswain Mackin reported to Commander South Pacific Representative 
New Zealand on 18 December. His verbal instructions from the U.S. Joint Pur-
chasing Board Liaison Officer, LCDR A. C. Bushey, were to report to Command-
ing Officer, YF-1038 and to remain on board until it arrived at the port in which 
the Commander Service Squadron, South Pacific Force was located. From his 
notes it appears that his role was to assist in equipment check out, trials, shake-
down and training of the crew. 

So what type of vessel is a YF? The Navy classifies a YF as a self-propelled cov-
ered lighter. A lighter is defined in Wikipedia as a flat-bottomed barge used to 
transfer goods and passengers to and from moored ships. YF-1038 was 102 feet 
in length with a 23 foot beam and capable of 250 ton load. Nominal crew was 
one officer and fifteen crew.  The accompanying picture shows a completed light-
er underway.

USS YF-1038 was still under construction at this point by Seagar Brothers, a 
New Zealand construction company, and was placed in service on 20 December. 
Chief Boatswain Mackin reported aboard on 23 December at Hobson’s Warf. The 
Commanding Officer was LTJG R. E. Pulver. A statement in his files indicates 
some controversy with placing this vessel in service. YF-1038 got underway on 
24 December at 1400 hours (2 PM) and at 1835 (6:35 PM) broke down on one 
engine some fifty miles from Auckland. Returning to port on one engine and only 
able to do about three knots, they arrived at 0905 (9:05 AM) the next morning, 
Christmas Day. Statements in his files indicate that the Liaison Officer put ex-
traordinary pressure on the command to get underway without sufficient trials, 
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testing and training. He had restricted the crew to the ship on the 23rd when the 
ship was not ready to get underway that day. Other problems existed with the 
ship: watertight doors did not dog properly and insufficient anchor chain was 
aboard.

After repairs were made YF-1038 got underway for the second time on the morn-
ing of 26 December. She arrived in Noumea, New Caledonia on 31 December. 
On 4 January 1945 YF-1038 went alongside the nearby ship repair dock and 
remained there until 4 February. The details of the repairs are unknown, but it 
might be reasonable to conclude that they were there to repair the deficiencies 
from the construction period.

The ship was underway from Noumea on 2 February and made her way to Ton-
ga (7-8 Feb.), Purvis Bay of Florida Island in the Solomons (8-9 Feb.), Seeadler 
Harbor of Manus Island in the Admiralty Group (14-16 Feb.). This route took the 
ship past Guadalcanal and the Solomon Islands, the location of bitter fighting 
earlier in the war.

Another covered lighter, YF-338, underway in the Great Lakes,
 (Navsource.org photo from Bowling Green University Historical Col-

lection of the Great Lakes)

Upon departure from Seeadler Harbor, YF-1038 became part of a convoy joined by 
USS Crater (AK-70) and two submarine chasers, USS PC-1601 and USS PC-1603 
as escorts. The log from USS PC-1603 is available in the National Archives and it 
shows the track of the convoy on the way to Ulithi. The convoy arrived at the Uru-
shi Anchorage of the Ulithi atoll in the Western Carolines on 21 February. Just 
three months later PC-1603 was the target of a Kamikaze attack off Okinawa.

Ulithi was the advanced base of the Service Squadron at this time. After the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf in October of 1944, over 700 ships were anchored here.

Chief Boatswain Mackin detached from YF-1038 on 24 February.
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USS PC-1603 (Navsource.org Photo) USS Crater (AK-70) (Navsource.org photo)

Excerpt fro Deck Log of PC-1603.
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Ulithi Atoll north anchorage and Sor-
len Island, November 1944 after the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf. (US Navy photo 
from National Archives collection)

Overall Track of USS YF-1038 Dec 44 - Feb 45
(Google Maps annotated)
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Commander Service Force, Pacific Fleet 
28 February 1945 - 22 April 1945

(2 months)

After detaching from YF-1038 Chief Boatswain Mackin reported to the Navy 
Advanced Base there for air transportation to Pearl Harbor. Departing on 26 
February, he flew stopping at Falalap Island, Guam, and Kwajalein. After depart-
ing Kwajalein his aircraft spent some time searching in the vicinity of Wotje atoll 
for  Lieutenant General Millard Harmon, Jr. whose plane had gone down the day 
before. Chief Boatswain Mackin’s plane landed at Hickham field on Oahu late 
on 27 February having set clocks back one day en route after crossing the Inter-
national Date Line. He reported into Commander Service Force Pacific the next 
morning.

While he spent almost two months on this staff, the details of his duties there 
are not known.

On 20 April he was ordered to and reported aboard USS Vent (ARS-29), a rescue 
and salvage ship. This assignment was short-lived, however, as he was admitted 
to the hospital on 22 April.

USS Vent (ARS-29) (Navsource.org photo)

12 March 1945 at Pearl Harbor
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17 September 1945 - 5 February 1946
(5 months)

 On 17 September he reported in to the US Naval Training Station Newport, R.I. 
for duty at the Large Ship Pre-Commissioning Training Center, but on 3 October 
was admitted to the hospital again. On 15 October he traveled to Washington, 
D.C. to appear before the US Navy Retiring Board and then returned to duty at 
Training Station Newport.

On November 24, 1944 he married Helen Stasiun in Dickson City, PA.

Hospitalization
April 23, 1945 - September 4, 1945

(4 months)

He entered the Hospital in Hawaii on 22 April. On 15 May he began a transfer 
stateside, boarding the S.S. Matsonia at Honolulu which arrived in San Francis-
co on 20 May, whereupon he was transferred the Navy Regional Hospital there. 
He remained there for nine days and on the 29th he began traveling to New York. 
Upon his arrival in New York, he was admitted the US Naval Hospital Brooklyn 
on 3 June. He remained in the hospital until 4 September. 
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On  22 January 1946 he was notified of the action of the Retiring Board to place 
him on the retired list and on 5 February he received orders to home to await 
pending action on their retirement proceedings. He was placed on the retired list 
effective 1 April 1946, thus completing twenty six and a half years of naval ser-
vice.
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Decorations

Good Conduct Medal - Awarded for each four years of infraction 
free service.

Asiatic-Pacifi c Campaign Medal - awarded to members of the 
Armed Forces in World War II who served in the Asiatic-Pacifi c 
Theater from 1941 - 1945.

American Campaign Medal - awarded to military members who 
served in the American Theater of Operations during World War 
II.

American Defense Service Medal - awarded to military service 
members who had served on active duty between 8 September 
1939 and 7 December 1941.

China Service Medal - awarded to Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast guard personnel for service in and around China before 
and after World War II.

Yangtze Service Medal - Awarded for service on shore at Shang-
hai or in the valley of the Yangtze River between the dates of 3 
September 1926 to 21 October 1927 and 1 March 1930 to 31 
December 1932.

World War II Victory Medal - Awarded for service in the armed 
forces from 7 December 1941 and 31 December 1946
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Family and Friends

”Ma and Evelyn” 1931Jean 28 mos. 19244 July 1924

Thomas and Rose Mackin were married on 21 June 1896. They had five chil-
dren: Helen, known as Nellie, born in 1897, Alice born in 1899, John born in 
1900, Thomas born in 1903, and Agnes born in 1907.

Nellie married William Schneider, known as Willie, in 1917 and they had three 
daughters: Helen Patricia, known as Pat, born in 1920, Jean born in 1922, and 
Marion born in 1927.

Alice Married Harry Kruck in 1928. They had two daughters: Evelyn born in 
1930 and Alice in 1933.

Thomas married Alice Collins in 1933. They had two sons: Thomas born in 1934 
and John in 1937.

Agnes married Patrick McDonald in 1943. They had no children.

During his time in the Navy, John Mackin frequently received photographs from 
his family some of which are shown below.
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Evelyn Kruk with mom Alice. 
June 1931.

(Rec’d. at Chefoo, China, 
6 Sept. 31)

Evelyn Kruk with mom Alice. 
October 1931

(Rec’d. at Chefoo China,
6 Sept. 31)

Jean and Patricia 1933

Evelyn Kruk with mom Alice. 
12 March 1932

Rose Mackin 1932
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Jean and Tricia Haloween Party. 1931”The Shack” 
(Home of Nellie and Willie Schneider in Williston 

Park, NY) 12 December 1936

Marion 1933

Alice Kruck ”6 months - a 
sweetheart kid any one could 
have and a dream.” (Rec’d. 1 

June 34 at Chefoo China)

Thomas Jr. 8 1/2 months. 
14 July 1935. (Rec’d. 29 
Aug. 35 at Chefoo China)
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“The Family” July 1941

”Agnes and Rose” July 1941

Joe, Nell and John. July 1941 Nell and Frank July 1941

”The Family” July 1941. (Left to right standing: 
Rose Mackin, WIlliam Schneider, Agnes Mackin,  
“Nell?”?, Jean Schneider, “Frank”?, Helen (Nel-
lie) Schneider, bottom: Pat and Marion Schnei-

der)

The pictures below are from what appears to be a family outing in July 1942. While 
most of the pictures are annotated with names, it is not clear how several people are 
related. In particular in the bottom photographs, the only person recognized is in the 
lower left, Helen (Nellie) Schnieder. The unidentified persons may be from Rose Mack-
in’s side of the family, the Mahoney’s.
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Tom and John.
1942

Alice and Thomas. 
17 May 1942

“Nana, Agnes, Thomas, John” 
17 May 1942

Pat and Ed MacFarlane 
Married Christmas 1942

Taken April 1942 (probably 
Jean) (Rec’d. 22 May 1942 at 

Balboa, C.Z.)
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Delonge, Marge Martens, Alex, Billye Tscheinen 
at Fountaingrove Winery, Santa Rosa, CA 

3 March 1940

Eddie Tscheinen, Billye Tscheinen, 
Marge Martens at Aquatic Park, 

25 February 1940

Bill Tscheinen & Marg Mar-
tens, “Screwy Hats” at 

Cliff House, San Francisco. 
25 February 1940

Walter Martens, Marge Mar-
tens, & Eddie Tscheinen at 
Cliff House, San Francisco. 

25 February 1940

Walter Martens at The Cor-
ral - Bayshore Hwy. between  

Sunnyvale & San Mateo
17 March 1940

Friends in San Francisco, 1940.
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Mother’s Day, May 1942

Mother’s Day, May 1942

Mother’s Day, May 1942

These photos are all labeled “Mother’s Day, May 1942” but the persons in the 
pictures are not identified, but it seems likely that they are family of some rela-
tion. Pictures were received 30 October 1942 at Balboa, C.Z. 
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5 April 1942. 
(Rec’d. 21 May 42 at Balboa, C.Z.)

Taken 12 June 1942 
(Rec’d. at Balboa, C.Z. 2 Sept. 42)

Dick in Uniform
(Rec’d. 17 Oct 42 at Balboa, C.Z.)

Lorraine Stein.
(Rec’d. 14 May 44 at Hoffman Is.)

Lorry and Akii. 
Modesto, CA. 26 June 1944

Ruth. 
Modesto, CA  26 June 1944

These are pictures of a family apparently from Modesto, California and date be-
tween 1942 and 1944. Pictures taken on 26 June would have been just before 
he started Net Training School in Tiburon. His uniform is as Boatswain in Navy 
Officer Grey - a short lived uniform during World War II.
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These are pictures of a wedding without any indication of who the participants 
are. The license plate on the car is New York 1948.
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